notes to representing a victim in the fight for Reduced Earnings Allowance (REA) 


Mr agreed that he had been suffering from (bronchitis/emphysema/COAD) 

before the presence of asbestosis was established. But we sugges that there is an 
accepted medical view that (bronchitis/emphysema/COAD) can be the result of 
asbestosis 

Mr has been diagnosed suffering the prescribed industrial disease 

asbestosis, he is aged and has been assessed ...% disabled from his loss of 

faculty, specified as loss of lung function. His other conditions are 

On page 1 1 of the Schedule of Evidence Dr gives his prognosis of last (or 

whatever) year, and appears to suggest that his physical impairment is not an effect 
of his diagnosed condition, but is rather to be associated with his other physical 

ailments. This is a surprising observation. He refers to Mr ’s asbestosis but 

does not ‘see’ his chronic breathlessness, his severe loss of lung function, as 
bringing about his disability! It is rather as though asbestosis was being viewed as 

a minor part of Mr 's overall physical condition. In fact when a victim is 

diagnosed asbestosis this is a very severe illness, there is no such thing as 'minor 1 
asbestosis, there is only asbestosis. 

Mr knows what this disease is and I have no hesitation in speaking right in 

front of him - far too many of his friends and ex-colleagues are now dead as a direct 
effect of asbestos exposure and he is well aware of the fact. Many many more than 
50% of those who work in his trade (insulation) die of asbestos-related disease. 

There was very little information on the subject available when Mr was 

employed in it. We now know that with the onset of the disease the numbers of 
implanted asbestos fibres or scars from rejected fibres have increased with 
repeated exposure; the tissues in different parts of the lung begin to lose their 
flexibility and contract. This is what fibrosis is. As the process continues the lungs 
lose the ability to breathe. Many victims can take up to five years to die a slow and 
degenerative death; others struggle on, becoming increasingly disabled, until some 

other illness causes their death. That's the situation which people like Mr 

have to face up to and it doesnt particularly help matters when the disease is 
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